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mere caricature such as a modern Celsus or Lucian might write. The 
only religious motive operating in Christianity was fear of hell, and 
the virtues of Christians were not derived from their religion. The 
Christian view of work was like that of the Neapolitan lazzarone. 
Christian ethics were the ethics of slaves and beggars who hated the 
rich man and his culture while they extolled his almsgiving since they 
depended on it. Jesus and Paul were weak on the duty of chastity and 
the improved chastity of later times was due to the infusion of German 
blood. The New Testament did not dare condemn infanticide. It is 
solemnly argued that Christianity did not favor lying and it is conceded 
that such debauchees as Nero and Elagabalus were not found among 
the Christians. 

The closing chapters on the Donatist and Arian difficulties are of 
more value. 

Francis A. Christie. 

BOOKS OF MEDIEVAL AND MODERN EUROPEAN HISTORY 

Franzosische Verfassungsgeschichte von der Mitte des Neunten Jahr- 
hunderts bis zur Revolution. Von Dr. Robert Holtzmann, 
Professor an der Universitat Strassburg i. E. [Handbuch der 
mittelalterlichen und neueren Geschichte, herausgegeben von G. 
von Below und F. Meinecke.] (Munich and Berlin: R. Olden- 
bourg. 1910. Pp. xi, 543.) 

This volume is the ninth and the latest addition to the series, Hand- 
buch der mittelalterlichen und neueren Geschichte, edited by G. von 
Below and F. Meinecke, professors in the University of Freiburg i. Br., 
the latter being also editor of the Historische Zeitschrift. Other vol- 
umes of the series already include: Das hdusliche Leben der Euro- 
paischen Kulturvolker vom Mittelalter bis zur sweiten Halfte des 18. 
Jahrhunderts, by Dr. Alwin Schultz; Geschichte des spateren Mittelal- 
ters von iiqj-i^z, by Dr. Johann Loserth ; Historische Geographie, by 
Dr. Konrad Kretschmer; Allgemeine Munzkunde und Geldgeschichte 
des Mittelalters und der Neueren Zeit, by Dr. A. Luschin von Eben- 
greuth ; Geschichte des Europaischen Staatensystems von 1660 bis 1789, 
by Dr. Max Immich; Handelsgeschichte der Romanischen Volker des 
Mitt elme erg ebiets bis sum Ende der Kreuzsiige, by Professor Adolf 
Schaube; and Allgemeine Geschichte der Germanischen Volker bis zur 
Mitte des Sechsten Jahrhunderts, by Professor Ludwig Schmidt. 

In a prospectus of the series the general editors call attention to the 
fact that this is the day of the historical specialist, and that there is 
great necessity to synthetize in a comprehensive form the enormous 
mass of literature, especially that of a periodical character, which has 
appeared within the last twenty years upon the subject of medieval 
and modern history. How comprehensive the general plan of this series 
is may be perceived from the statement that it will extend to forty 
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volumes when completed — " Jeder Band ein abgeschlossenes Ganzes 
bildet und auch einzeln abgegeben wird." In his own preface Dr. Holtz- 
mann, not without pride, says that his work is the first German treat- 
ment of French institutional history within the last half-century — since 
the time of Schaeffner and Warnkonig-Stein. He emphasizes the state- 
ment that it is primarily a history of the development of the French 
monarchy and not a survey of the infinite variety of French feudal insti- 
tutions, which have interest for him only as they pertain to the evolution 
of the crown. 

Naturally the author has leaned heavily upon the works of Flach 
(whom he names first, singularly enough), Glasson, Luchaire, Viollet, 
and Esmein, but he has also familiarized himself with the current period- 
ical literature. In form the work is rigidly modelled after Luchaire's 
well-known Manuel, even to details of structure. The difference in pro- 
portion is, however, great. Luchaire's volume fills 613 pages and covers 
only the direct Capetian period. Holtzmann has endeavored to cover the 
field of French institutional history from 843 to 1789 in 502 pages. Of 
course his treatment is briefer in proportion. The book is divided into 
three periods: "Die Zeit des Lehnwesens, 843-1180"; "Die Zeit der 
wachsenden Konigsmacht, 1 180-1437"; "Die Zeit des Absoluten Konig- 
tums, 1437-1789." For myself I fail to appreciate the philosophy of this 
division. Despite the great development of the French crown under 
Philip Augustus and St. Louis, it seems to me that the monarchy of 
these kings had a more organic connection with the earlier than the 
later period. Until the reign of Philip IV. its institutions were pre- 
eminently of a feudal nature. The history of the French monarchy 
under Philip IV. and the Valois kings has a unity all its own which 
Dr. Holtzmann has confused by the form of division he has adopted. 
While the thirteenth century was a wonderfully creative epoch, from 
the point of view of practical life the results of the changes then begun 
fell in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. This is true of political 
theory, of the art of war, and especially true of the history of industrial 
changes and the new policy of the French crown, as well as that of the 
English kings and the popes of Avignon towards property and the devel- 
opment of new forms of taxation. The last period also seems to me 
unhappily divided. It is false proportion to assume that the monarchy 
was absolute in the days of Charles VII. and Louis XI. Theoretically 
this is so. But until the reign of Louis XIII. this authority was still 
personal. It remained for Richelieu to give the kingship that qualitative 
character commonly associated with the term absolute monarchy. The 
kingship of the last Valois and of Henry IV. has as much or more in 
common with that of Louis XL as with that of Louis XIII. 

The author's plan is nearly uniform throughout. Each book has a 
chapter on the king's prerogative in the separate periods; upon the 
administration of justice; upon finance and taxation; army and navy; 
provincial government; and the Church. The treatment is clear and 
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concise. Perhaps it is the duty of a manual to set forth not processes 
but results. But the compression in many cases has squeezed out so 
much historical information that one not too familiar with the history 
of France might easily become bewildered. For example, the history 
of the changes in the art of war between 1300 and 1600 — a fascinating 
subject — is reduced to a lifeless and inadequate summary of a dozen 
pages, scattered in two places. Similarly the revolutionary changes in 
the form and method of taxation which were witnessed in the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries, for all that the reader can perceive, had little 
relation with the industrial revolution of the period, or such social and 
economic changes as are manifest in the revolts of Paris in 1358, 1382, 
and 1407; the displacement of population owing to incessant war and the 
Black Death; or the wide commercial bearing of the wool and wine 
trade. The last portion of the volume is best, when the absolute mon- 
archy has emerged and has a clear field of development, simplifying 
complications by crushing them, as in the case of the Huguenots and 
the Jansenists. Six pages, excellent in the main, are those dealing with 
the conflicting theories of sovereignty which arose in the last half of 
the sixteenth century and the evolution of the theory of sovereignty 
thereafter, down to Montesquieu and Rousseau. The important contri- 
bution, however, of Bayle and other Huguenot publicists to this subject 
is not noticed, and the paragraph dealing with the doctrine of assassi- 
nation is very inadequate. (Cf. my Wars of Religion in France, pp. 
274-276, and the admirable article by Platzhoff, " Die Theorie von der 
Mordbefugnis der Obrigkeit im XVI. Jahrhundert ", in Ebering's His- 
torische Studien, heft 54, of which no mention is made.) The bibliog- 
raphies are excellent. Dr. Holtzmann has explored all important period- 
ical material. In one particular the selections are notable. Except for 
collections of sources there are few allusions to works or articles older 
than twenty-five or thirty years. The enormous amount of antiquarian 
material which appeared in the eighteenth and early nineteenth century 
has been eliminated almost wholly in favor of the modern scientific 
literature upon the subject. There are, however, a few important omis- 
sions from the bibliography. The most notable seems to be omission of 
Nicholas Oresme, the greatest publicist of France in the fourteenth cen- 
tury, whose Traite de la Premiere Invention des Monnaies and transla- 
tions of Aristotle's Politics and Economics profoundly influenced Charles 
V. (cf. Meunier, Essai sur la Vie et les Ouvrages de Nicole Oresme, 
Paris, 1857, and the edition of Oresme's treatise by Wolowski, Paris, 
1864). Other bibliographical omissions are Tardif, La Procedure Civile 
et Criminelle aux XIII e et XIV e Siecles (Paris, 1885), an indispensable 
book; Beugnot, Essai sur les Institutions de St. Louis (Paris, 1821), 
still a good book; Saige, Les Juifs du Languedoc (1881); Duckett, 
Charters and Records among the Archives of the Ancient Abbey of 
Cluni (2 vols., London, 1888) ; Oman, The Art of War. 

James Westfall Thompson. 



